
Celebrating 15 Years
of Protecting and Restoring

Baltimore's Waterways

For 15 years, people like you have made Blue Water Baltimore a force for clean water
and strong communities. Together with residents, faith leaders, students, and
volunteers, we’ve planted trees, restored streams, monitored pollution, and spoken up
for the health of our waterways and the people who rely on them.

We’ve come a long way since 2010, when we formed from the merger of five local
watershed groups. Today, your support fuels a movement that blends science,
advocacy, and community leadership to make real, lasting change.

Collected water samples from 51 sites, creating a data repository of more than
193,000 measurements to monitor water quality and advocate for needed
improvements.

Partnered with communities to plan, design, and install more than 50 green
stormwater infrastructure projects filtering hundreds of thousands of gallons
of stormwater to significantly reduce runoff entering our waterways.

Planted more than 15,500 native trees with the help of dozens of neighborhood
groups, reducing heat, absorbing runoff, and restoring Baltimore's tree canopy.

Distributed close to 400,000 native perennials, trees, and shrubs
to Baltimore-area gardens and green spaces through sales and outreach at
Herring Run Nursery.

Secured policy and enforcement wins improving the lives of tens of thousands
of people by addressing long-standing infrastructure failures, industrial
pollution, and inequitable stormwater impacts.

What We’ve Accomplished—Together

Together, we’ve proven that when neighbors and nonprofits work side by side,
clean water becomes not just a goal, but a shared achievement.



As we look ahead, we’re investing in the
next generation of clean water leaders.

We train and mentor young people from
the very communities where clean water
is most under attack.

Investing in Our Future—Today

Water Quality Monitoring Internships

Provides hands-on training in field
science, lab analysis, and advocacy.
Interns help monitor 51 sites and
respond to real pollution reports—
gaining experience and confidence
along the way.

We Need Your Help More Than Ever

With federal funding for environmental work under threat, we’re
facing possible shortfalls this year. That means we’re depending
on supporters like you to keep our programs strong—and our
partnerships thriving.

You’ve been part of every success, and we need you to help
shape what comes next. The future needs us—let’s get to work.

With gratitude,
Sydnee Wilson Ruff
Executive Director, Blue Water Baltimore

P.S. Become a monthly donor and make a lasting investment in clean
water and strong communities, led by and for the people of Baltimore.

Waterkeeper  Bootcamp—NEW!

Brings college-aged students into the
field for two weeks of exploration,
connection, and learning. They hear
from local leaders, visit restoration
sites, and begin to see their role in
Baltimore’s environmental future.

These programs don’t just build skills, they create lasting relationships
and equip local youth to lead the next chapter of water protection.

Please make your
best gift today:


