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Eastern Red Cedar 
Juniperus virginiana 

Height: 30-65’   |    Spread: 8-25’   |    Light:   |    Moisture: dry-moist 
The Eastern red cedar has a compact, pyramid shape is excellent for windbreaks and screens. Fragrant, 
evergreen foliage provides nesting and roosting cover for native birds. They love its small, rounded fruit 
that is gray or bluish-green in color . This fruit, which appears only on female trees, resembles a berry but 
it is actually a cone made of fused scales. Red cedar can be injurious to apple orchards because it is an 
alternate host for cedar-apple rust, a fungal disease. Avoid planting near serviceberries. Fun facts: The 
wood was a staple of the pencil industry for over a century until supplies became exhausted and the 
industry switched to more plentiful western cedars. This cedar is an ancient tree and fossil evidence 
indicates it once covered large portions of the continent. 

  


