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What a year 2017 was for Blue Water Baltimore and our 
many partners and supporters! I’m so inspired by what we 
have accomplished together, and thankful for your 
incredible support of our work.  

Clean water is essential. Yet, in these busy times, we rarely think about 
where our drinking water comes from, where our sinks and toilets drain, 
or what happens to all that rain water rushing down our streets. These 
are things that Blue Water Baltimore cannot stop thinking about, 
because in this region, the reality is not always what we’d like. Bursting 
water pipes due to cold weather, sewage backups into basements, and 
local flooding of streets and neighborhoods are all reminders that 
Baltimore’s networks of underground pipes for moving water and 
wastewater are old and leaky, and often pollute our streams and harbor. 

In 2017, we turned an important corner in Baltimore. Blue Water 
Baltimore and other advocates spent many hours working toward a 
strong and transparent legal agreement between the City and the 
Federal Environmental Protection Agency to ensure that our sewer 
pipes are repaired and maintained over the next 13 years to significantly 
reduce the amount of pollution entering our waterways. Blue Water 
Baltimore stopped a scrap-metal recycling facility from releasing toxic 
chemicals into the Patapsco River and discovered an oil spill in the Jones 
Falls. We brought a barren median on Route 40 back to life with hun-
dreds of new trees and helped residents from Mondawmin and Oliver 
neighborhoods express themselves with photography to spur communi-
ty conversations. We helped bring cherry trees back to Cherry Hill, 
removed tens of thousands of square feet of impervious surfaces, and 
engaged thousands of volunteers in Baltimore City and County to plant, 
clean, and advocate for cleaner water.

In this year’s Annual Report, we are proud to share stories about Blue 
Water Baltimore’s work that highlight some of the many facets of our 
community-focused approach, some of which is often hidden from view. 
Sharing these stories is important, because it helps us demonstrate the 
variety of ways that we can all work together to achieve healthier, 
cleaner communities when we collaborate. As proud as I am of all that 
we’ve achieved, I cannot help but think that we have only just begun; I 
can’t wait to see how much more we can accomplish together!

Sincerely,

Jenn Aiosa 
Executive Director
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2017 IN REVIEW
3,060

TREES PLANTED

987
TREES GIVEN 
AWAY

32,467
SQ FT OF IMPERVIOUS  

SURFACE REMOVED

26,000
NATIVE PLANTS 
SOLD

5.2
MILLION GALLONS 
OF STORMWATER 

TREATED ANNUALLY

4,200
VOLUNTEERS

ENGAGED

109,000
LBS OF TRASH  

REMOVED 

2,279
LETTERS SENT TO 

DECISION MAKERS

60
POLLUTION REPORTS 
INVESTIGATED
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After securing approval from the city Department of Transportation and fund-
ing support from the Maryland Port Administration, the Department of Public 
Works shared utility maps to mark out where the power and water lines lay. 
Then in April 2017, Blue Water Baltimore partnered with the group ‘Volunteers 
Untapped’ to put in the first phase of the site — 158 trees were planted in one 
morning! During the following months, we employed YouthWorks crews to wa-
ter the site weekly and keep the trees thriving. As reported by those who visited 
regularly, the process 
of bringing the space 
to life made for some 
interesting visuals. 
At one point during 
the hot, dry spell, the 
median looked to some 
like a “yellow and green 
polka dot shirt” — the 
pale yellow lawn dot-
ted with trees inside 
dark green rings of 
thick grass where we 
had watered.  

Serviceberry trees 
were the first to bloom 
in early April, followed 
by the redbuds and 
hawthorns. Not only 
will the space be a feast 
for the eyes, the newly 
planted trees will also 
be good for the lungs 
as they grow to their 
full height, filtering out 
pollution from passing cars and trapping particulate matter that can contribute 
to asthma and other respiratory ailments. In a few years, the fruit trees will bear 
native fruits such as persimmons and pawpaws. Eventually, the slow-growing, 
long-lived species, such as oaks, will provide much needed shade and counteract 
the heat-island effect (where some urban areas are much hotter than places 
around them) as well as become valuable habitat for birds. All told, the project 
will beautify the mile-long strip of MD 40 and almost seven acres that once lay 
fallow. This patch of land by a noisy highway is one of the many places in the 
Baltimore area to which we are bringing new trees, and demonstrates the reju-
venating power of trees.

Many efforts have since been made to revitalize the 
space, but there remains a six-lane highway and large 
grass median stretching one-mile known as the ‘highway 
to nowhere.’ In 2017, the Red Line project was cancelled, 
and once again this project site was left neglected. As 
part of the city’s goal to increase tree canopy in Baltimore 
to 40%, Blue Water Baltimore saw potential to transform 
this median. “MD 40 is a gateway road into West Balti-
more and we saw this project as one way to beautify an 
area that had become cut off from people,” says Darin 
Crew, Senior Manager of Forestry and Restoration.

Roads connect, but they can also divide. The 
expansion of Interstate-70 in the 1960’s and 
70’s displaced and divided the thriving Afri-
can-American neighborhoods of Poppelton, 
Harlem Park, and Franklin Square in West 
Baltimore. 

THE HIDDEN 
POWER OF 

TREES
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In addition to these site upgrades, Baltimore Scrap will undertake additional and 
more frequent monitoring, including for oil and grease, so that progress can be 
tracked. They will improve stormwater management practices, submit regular 
updates to their stormwater pollution prevention plan, and pay a civil penalty 
of $50,000 to the Maryland Clean Water Fund. Documentation of the work 
performed by Baltimore Scrap will be submitted to the MDE and Blue Water 
Baltimore to ensure compliance. There could be further penalties if the scrap- 
yard does not meet the requirements of the agreement. 

This settlement was the first of its kind under the current general permit for 
industrial facilities in Maryland. Blue Water Baltimore’s collaboration with the 
Maryland state authorities has provided a roadmap for other organizations to 
address polluting facilities. 
The agreement provides 
a new model for holding 
industrial sites accountable 
by requiring monitoring, 
creating deadlines that can 
be enforced, and allowing 
the MDE to take further 
action if the site does not 
adequately reduce the pol-
lution it is putting into our 
waterways. 

You can help alert us to 
issues in your local wa-
terways by attending our 
Pollution 101 trainings 
and calling our Pollution 
Hotline at (443) 908-0696. 
Blue Water Baltimore staff 
can assess the threat and 
alert the proper authori-
ties to help gather evidence for further action. It is hard for any organization to 
be able to monitor every river and stream. The Baltimore Scrap settlement is a 
great example of how pollution tips help prevent further harm to our environ-
ment. Community members can act as our eyes and ears, keeping watch on our 
waterways and alerting us to potential threats. Together we can continue to 
hold polluters accountable and keep our waters clean.
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After receiving a tip on Blue Water Baltimore’s pollution ho-
tline, we sent our scientist to sample water near the facility and 
looked into the business’ permit to see if there were potential 
violations. It appeared the scrap metal recycling facility was 
not controlling its polluted runoff properly and was releasing 
stormwater that contained heavy metals and other pollutants 
into the Patapsco River. Once our investigations uncovered 
enough evidence, Blue Water Baltimore alerted the Maryland 
Department of the Environment (MDE) that the facility was 
possibly violating its permit under the Clean Water Act. 

When the MDE inspected the facility they found multiple viola-
tions of the company’s stormwater pollution controls. A review 
of discharge monitoring reports and site inspection documents 
raised serious concerns. 

Partnering with the Environmental Integrity Project, who act-
ed as formal counsel to Blue Water Baltimore, we filed a notice 
of intent to sue Baltimore Scrap for their Clean Water Act Vio-
lations. Rather than pursue litigation, Baltimore Scrap agreed 
to enter into a three-party negotiation settlement with the 
MDE and Blue Water Baltimore to address concerns with the 
company’s stormwater runoff. Together we reached a settle-
ment which includes an enforceable schedule for the construc-
tion and implementation of stormwater pollution controls to 
minimize the amount of toxic metals and other contaminants in 
Baltimore Scrap’s stormwater discharges. The improvements 
will bring the scrapyard into compliance with the Clean Water 
Act and ensure that excessive contamination doesn’t enter 
Baltimore’s rivers and Harbor. 

Blue Water Baltimore’s investigation of a company 
called Baltimore Scrap started with a tip. 

A BIG WIN FOR 
CLEAN WATER
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Blue Water Baltimore has had the good fortune to work closely with the Cherry 
Hill community to help them realize that vision, and last year saw us pressing 
forward on many fronts throughout the neighborhood, from breaking physical 
ground to forging new bonds. At Cherry Hill Homes we worked with Ms. Betty 
Baze to plant nearly 150 cherry trees. In Middle Branch Park, we partnered with 
the community and other volunteers to pick up 7,000 pounds of trash. At Cherry 
Hill Town Center we are working through the details of the plan neighborhood 
residents designed with us to create a more beautiful and walkable space with 
trees and native plants. And at Harbor Hospital we broke ground on the Clean 
Water Community Healing Project — a major green infrastructure project that 
will prevent pollution from washing into the Patapsco River and promote great-
er public health for nearby 
residents. 

Blue Water Baltimore hopes 
you will follow our progress 
in 2018 as we continue our 
partnership with a community 
empowered to pursue its aspi-
rations. We know full well what 
it means for people to take con-
trol of their environmental des-
tiny. As Michael says, “I believe 
that the injustices of the past 
can be righted, and I believe 
that anything that this commu-
nity wants is possible. I want 
a child to walk to their new 
school seeing visions of beauty 
around them. If you have to 
go to school through blighted 
areas with broken glass, drug 
dealers, blight, or flooded 
streets, your education is going 
to feel ugly and negative. But 
if you’re looking at decent 
affordable housing, beautiful 
nature, people with jobs, you 
can aspire to learn and live a 
great life. Imagine that child’s 
path. Imagine our streets lined 
with cherry blossoms again.”

“Back then, we had cherry trees all around, with little tiny 
cherries,” he remembers. “Then the blight came along in the 
sixties and wiped them all out.” Cherry Hill has faced many 
other challenges over the years. Imbued with a powerful 
sense of history and identity, this community established for 
African American veterans in segregated post-war Balti-
more has also long suffered from a legacy of environmental 
degradation and injustice. Cut off from the halls of power, 
it was even made the site of the city dump. “You see that 
around the country,” says Michael. “Negative aspects of 
society are placed in communities of color. Cherry Hill has 
suffered for that, to the detriment of our health and well-be-
ing.”

Today, that lack of access and services persists. For example, 
the Circulator buses that provide such convenience for so 
many residents of Baltimore are parked and maintained 
in Cherry Hill, but do not stop there or serve its residents. 
Michael and his fellow residents have a vision. They want to 
empower their community and undo that legacy. And they 
want to bring the cherry trees back to Cherry Hill. 

Growing up in Cherry Hill, Michael Middleton  
remembers the neighborhood was true to its 
name.

NEW LIFE IN  
CHERRY HILL
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Luckily, Lake Chizzie is no more. Today if you go to the place it once stood you’ll 
find two bioretention gardens. These gardens utilize the natural benefits of 
plants, and soil to soak up stormwater when it rains. The new gardens not only 
prevent pollution from entering the Jones Falls, they provide a space for educa-
tion and contemplation for the community.

As part of these improvements Chizuk Amuno also planted new trees and nearly 
800 new native plants, all serving to prevent a flood of stormwater runoff from 
entering our rivers and streams. In addition to these gardens, Blue Water Balti-
more installed a 
waterfall-like 
rain catchment 
system coming 
off the roof of 
the preschool. 
The tiered 
scupper box 
system is an 
attraction for 
children and 
their families 
everytime it 
rains. “Yes, we 
installed them 
for the purpose 
of slowing 
down the flow of water and removing some chemicals,” Ann Betten said, “but for 
the kids, it’s pure entertainment.” The teachers at all of the synagogue’s schools 
have included these bioretention systems in their curriculum.

All together, the new project treats 3.5 acres of impervious surfaces. That’s over 
three football fields of pollution prevented from entering our streams and rivers 
each time it rains. That makes it the largest retrofit project Blue Water Balti-
more has completed to date.

The Chizuk Amuno Congregation is part of the One Water Partnership, a joint 
initiative with Interfaith Partners for the Chesapeake, that engages faith com-
munities to work together for a cleaner Jones Falls watershed. This work builds 
on the outreach and education that Blue Water Baltimore’s Herring Run Nurs-
ery has been doing for years. The Nursery educates residents about ways to 
reduce their impact on the landscape, including reduced reliance on pesticides, 
and use of native plants to slow stormwater and provide habitat for pollinators. 
Extending this work to faith communities spreads pollution reduction even 
further!

“Sometimes we would find Canadian geese paddling 
around,” Ann Betten, a member of the community re-
membered. The parking lot was a hazard, flooding in the 
summer and freezing in the winter creating a hazardous 
area for children and adults alike. 

Lake Chizzie also presented dangers to our environment. 
Impervious surfaces like the parking lot at the Chizuk 
Amuno Congregation collect rainwater, preventing it 
from soaking into the ground where it can be cleaned. In-
stead the rain traverses the parking lot picking up pollu-
tion from cars, humans, and pets along the way. The rain 
brings this pollution into our rivers and streams which 
eventually make it down to our Harbor and Bay. 

At the end of the parking lot for the Chizuk 
Amuno Congregation synagogue stood Lake 
Chizzie. The body of water was not a scenic 
lake ideal for recreation or play. Lake Chizzie 
was the nickname the congregation gave to the 
pool of rainwater that would collect en masse 
and flood the parking lot. 

FROM HAZARD 
TO HABITAT
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EXPENSES
  Programs	 $3,394,155

  General Operating	 $431,495

  Fundraising	 $227,515

Total	 $4,053,165

REVENUE
  Private Foundations	 $631,074

  Federal Foundations	 $228,110

  Government	 $1,576,474

  Corporate	 $126,762

  Individuals	 $238,750

  Program Fees	 $555,239

  Nursery	 $332,906

  Special Events	 $86,624

  Gifts in Kind	 $227,279

  Gross Rents	 $70,259  	

       Other	 $5,574

Total	 $4,079,053

A complete audited financial report is available by writing to: 
Director of Finance, Blue Water Baltimore, 2631 Sisson St, Baltimore, MD 21211

INDIVIDUAL  
DONORS
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individuals who supported 
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Debra McGhee
Alice McKernon
Alicia McNee
Sonya Meeker
Leslie Merkson
Harry Merritt and Susan Zator
Sarah Mohan
Christina Montgomery
Margery Moranz
Edward Morgereth
Joseph Munchel
Dorothy Jo-ann Munderloh
Howard and Susan Needle
David Nelson
Gary Nelson
Meg Ohara
William Owens
Rebecca Palmisano
John Papagni
Ezra Park
Corrie Parks
Susan Perkins
James Petitdemange
April Pink
Lallon Pond
Elizabeth Popkin and Lee 

Tomolonis
Ellen Posten
Andrew Powell
Anne Raines
Kelly Ramundo
Blake Reilly
Christina Reitemeyer
Theresa Reuter
Evan Richardson
Susan Riesett
Erin Riley
Kristin Ruff
Katharine Rylaarsdam
Christine Sakach
Elise and David Saltzberg

DONOR LIST (CONTINUED)
Curt Schmelz
Jennifer Schneider
Deborah Servetnick
David Shaffer
Marjorie Simon
Mary Slaughter
Kim Snipes
Nick Sorrentino
Larry Stegman
Robyn Stegman
John Stolle-McAllister
Lauren Stranahan
Angelique Taylor
Diane Thomas
Margaret Thompson
Eva Thorp
Laia Tiderman
Ashley and Kate Traut
Mary Triandafilou
Dorothy Valakos and Scott 

Larson
Vincent and Kathy Vizachero
Nancy Volpitta
Tamara Walsky
Matthew Weinstein
Leslie White
Deborah Willers
Diane Williams
Laurie Wilmot
Jason Woody
Theresa Jo Worrell
Nicole Wright
Nancy Young
Nan Yu

GIFTS IN KIND
The following companies and 
individuals supported Blue Water 
Baltimore in 2017 with gifts in 
kind.

Abbey Burger Bistro
Ace Hardware
American Visionary Arts 

Museum
Michel Anderson
Aveda
Baltimore Center Stage
Baltimore Municipal Golf 

Corporation
Baltimore Museum of Industry
Baltimore National Heritage 

Area
Baltimore Orioles
Baltimore Ravens
Baltimore Symphony Orches-

tra
Baltimore T’ai Chi

Basignani Winery
Brian Bennett
Blue Water Baltimore Board of 

Directors
Boordy Vineyards
Canton Crossing Wine & 

Spirits
David Carroll
Catoctin Breeze Vineyard
Jill Cecil
Chaddsford Winery
Chesapeake Light Craft
Claymonster Pottery
Covington & Burling LLP
Creative Alliance
Creative Strategies for Special 

Education
Darin Crew
Nancy DiPietro
Downtown Sailing Center
Jennifer Duffy
Earth Treks
Everyman Theatre
Mark Flanigan
Katie Flory
Forno
Francis X. Gallagher Services
Gregory Gensheimer
Gertrude’s Restaurant
Goetze’s Candy Company
Good Dog Farm
Hartcorn Studios
Heavy Seas Beer
Historic Hampton
Historic Ships in Baltimore
International Spy Museum
ITwhereUR/ Diane Ryan
Barbara Johnson]
Phillip Lee
Liberty Mountain Resort
M. Power Yoga Studio
Maryland Film Festival
Maryland Live Casino
William Miller
Lynne Molner
MOM’s Organic Market
Mount Pleasant Golf Course
Mt. Washington Tavern
Antoinette Nero
Fiona Newton
Cathy O’Brein
Oliver Brewing
P. Flanigan & Sons
Partnership Wealth Manage-

ment, LLC
Patagonia
Prettyboy Run Farms

Really Raw Honey
Royal Sonesta Harbor Court
Ryan Technology Group
Salon Method
Sea Glass Fine Art
Ships Ahoy, Inc.
Shop Mimi
Strange Attractor 
The Boathouse Canton
The Young Family
Thomas Fallon Photography
Tito’s Vodka
Tochtermans Fishing Tackle
TrashTalk
Trohv
Truax Frames
Emily Uchytil
Ultimate Watersports
Urban Pirates
Varia Systems
Veteran Compost
Wanamaker Wood Works
Washington Capitals
Watermark Cruises
Wawa
West Marine
Wyland World Wide
YogaWorks
Zeke’s Coffee
Zenyo Jiu Jitsu

CORPORATIONS, 
FOUNDATIONS, AND 
ORGANIZATIONS
The following corporations, 
foundations, and organizations 
helped make the work of Blue 
Water Baltimore possible in 
2017.

$100,000+ 
Chesapeake Bay Trust
Maryland Department of 

Natural Resources
Maryland Environmental 

Service
National Fish and Wildlife 

Foundation
Rauch Foundation 

$10,000-$99,999
Anonymous (2)
Abell Foundation
Baltimore City, Maryland
Baltimore Community 

Foundation
Baltimore County, Maryland
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Baltimore Gas and Electric 
Company 

Bunting Family Foundation
Clayton Baker Trust
Domino Foods, Inc.
Elizabeth B. and Arthur E. 

Roswell Foundation, Inc.
Keith Campbell Foundation for 

the Environment
Lockhart Vaughan Foundation
Middendorf Foundation

$1,000-$9,999
1st Mariner Bank
AGM Financial Services
America’s Charities
Benevity Community Impact 

Fund
Best Management Products, 

Inc.
Biohabitats, Inc.
C&C Custom Landscaping
Chesapeake Bay Foundation
Chesapeake Climate Action 

Network
CityScape Engineering
Data Speech Computer 

Solutions, Inc.
EA Engineering, Science, and 

Technology, Inc.
Earthshare
Environmental Quality 

Resources LLC
Facebook
Fidelity Charitable
Fifth Generation, Inc.
Foundation for a Better 

Tomorrow
General Motors
Greenspring Montessori 

School
GreenVest, LLC
Hord Coplan Macht
JP Morgan Chase & Co.
M&T Bank Charitable 

Foundation
Maryland Charity Campaign
Merrill Lynch
MOM’s Organic Market
Morgan Stanley Global Impact 

Funding Trust
National Philanthropic Trust
New Belgium Brewing 

Company
Oluv C. Joynor Foundation
P. Flanigan & Sons Inc.
Saul Ewing Arnstein & Lehr 

LLP

Stormwater Maintenance & 
Consulting

Straughan Environmental, Inc.
T. Rowe Price
T. Rowe Price Foundation, Inc.
The BoatHouse Canton
Transamerica Foundation
Tour Dem Parks, Hon! Inc.
United Way
UPS
Wakefern Food Corporation

$250-$999
Amazon Smile
American Endowment 

Foundation
Association of Maryland Pilots
Babikow Greenhouses
Baltimore Ravens
Baltimore T’ai Chi, LLC
Blue Pit BBQ
B’More SUP and FloYo
Chop Shop
Combined Charity Campaign
Combined Federal Campaign
Community Foundation for 

Southeast Michigan
Constellation, an Exelon 

Company
EcoLogix Group, Inc.
Ecosystem Investment 

Partners, LLC
Exelon Foundation
Green Spring Valley Garden 

Club
Hardiman Family Foundation
Harlan Incorporated
Joe Squared
Johnson, Mirmiran & Thomp-

son
McAllister Towing of Baltimore
Margaret O. Cromwell Family 

Fund

Menemsha Family Fund
Network for Good
Niles, Barton & Wilmer, LLP
Notes and Queries
RCM&D, Inc.
Schott Nurseries Inc.
Schwab Charitable
Seawall Development
St. Paul’s School
The Hatcher Group
The Serenity Space
Tobey, Julie and Lucy Roland 

Philanthropic Fund
Verizon Foundation
Weyrich, Cronin & Sorra

$50-$249
Alex and Ani
Avocet Home Inspections LLC
B. Willow LLC
Bass Design LLC
BCPL Staff Association
BlueGreen Acupuncture
Chesapeake Conservation 

Landscaping Council
Dickeyville Garden Club
Dizzy Cow Pizzeria LLC
Doobyhan Group, Inc.
East Coast Greenway Alliance
Future Harvest CASA
Guilford Garden Club
Lake Walker Community 

Association
Mark Supik & Company
Mt. Washington Garden Club
MZQ Consulting
R House LLC
Six Eight United Church of 

Christ
Sudbrook Park, Inc.
Thames Street Baltimore LLC
The Local Oyster LLC
Visit Baltimore

Blue Water Baltimore is extremely 
appreciative of the Baltimore Municipal 
Golf Corporation for generously hosting 
our Herring Run Nursery at the Mount 
Pleasant Golf Course!  

Blue Water Baltimore is grateful to the 
many donors and community partners 
who make our work possible.


